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By Dr Sophia Perdikaris,
John Mussington and
Dwight Finch

The island of Barbuda
welcomed three new
spaces over the last

year, the Barbuda Museum,
the Barbuda Children’s
Museum and the Barbuda
Aquaponics facility.  As of
June 14, 2013, the Barbuda
Research Complex (BRC
that has created and is
responsible for these enti-
ties) is a registered not-for-
profit organisation and the
first such organisation on
the island.  

Heritage, sustainability,
agriculture, youth onitia-
tives, food security, climate
change, natural and cultural
resource preservation and
conservation are key in
BRC’s mission and every
year will bring new discov-
eries to be shared with all in
the museum spaces, along
with new scientific and pop-
ular publications, summer
camps and ecotourism.  

The 100 tilapia that were
acquired by BRC through
Indies Greens — our consul-
tant — were introduced in
the BRC aquaponics facility
this past May and are ready
to be enjoyed by Barbudans,
while 800 tilapia fry and fin-
gerlings born on Barbuda
will be ready for another
harvest in the fall.  

There will be a fish fry
at the BRC station in
Codrington this coming
Saturday, August 10 from 10
am onwards and all are
invited. 

In June, BRC gave a
workshop in Antigua that
was sponsored by the

Environment Division and
the Ministry of Education to
inform the public and edu-
cators about findings thus
far, aquaponics, and direc-
tions for the future.  BRC
was further represented at
the IACA (International
Archaeological Caribbean
Association) congress in
Puerto Rico with a presenta-
tion about the now extinct
reptiles that had been found
in the archaeological sites of
Indian Town Trail and
Seaview and another on 
the DNA of the Barbuda fal-
low deer.

Barbuda is a very special
place and one of the last in
the Caribbean where people
still practice “living from the
land”, a hunting and gather-
ing activity that brings
Barbudans close to nature
through camping in cave
sites and on the shore where
fish and game are plentiful.
One of the features of the
Barbudan landscape, and
part of the Coat of Arms for

the nation of Antigua &
Barbuda, is the image of the
fallow deer (Dama dama
dama). As a non-native ani-
mal, whose arrival is due
entirely to people, the fallow
deer can be seen as a proxy
for human diaspora.
Movement of animals points
to movement of people, but
also movement of ideas.

Dr Sophia Perdikaris
from the Barbuda Research
Complex and the Graduate
School at CUNY, Dr Naomi
Sykies from Nottingham
University, Dr Karis Baker
from Durham University
and Dr Sandrine Grouard
from the National Museum
of Natural History in Paris
are collaborating in a study
of the Barbudan fallow deer
that uses historical informa-
tion, archaeology, zooar-
chaeology and DNA. This
work will be part of the per-
manent exhibits at the
Barbuda Museum and will
be inaugurated and avail-
able for public viewing in

January of 2014.
In January, the museum

will also highlight work by
Dr Amy E Potter on The
Barbuda Voice, a newspaper
that connected the island of
Barbuda to its diaspora
around the world for nearly
20 years. The museum will
also feature a display show-
casing research focusing on
Barbuda’s traditional agri-
culture. The effort is part of
a larger project seeking to
preserve Barbuda’s rich cul-
tural heritage and, ultimate-
ly, to understand Barbuda’s
triumphs and challenges for
food security into the future.

BRC continues to suc-
cessfully combine traditional
ecological knowledge, local
ecological knowledge and
science in empowering
Barbudans to conquer the
challenges and maintain the
ability to live sustainably
from the land.
http://www.barbudamuseum-
residency.com/ and
www.ws.herc.gc.cuny.edu
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